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TD Banknorth Grant will give HOPE and Help

BRIDGTON/FARMINGTON/LEWISTON/OXFORD/RUMFORD/WINDHAM:  

A new program funded by a grant from the TD Charitable Foundation will help open the door to mental health services and hope for the future for many Maine people.  The Foundation recently awarded a $10,000 grant to Tri-County Mental Health Services to provide outpatient services to adults in the agency’s clinics across Maine. 

For too many Mainers, access to mental health counseling services is shrinking.  Community Mental Health Centers, faced with decreasing MaineCare and state contract dollars, are increasingly forced to limit free services for people who are uninsured or whose plans do not cover the full cost of service.  The “Community Partner Program” will allow five sessions of treatment for those people who otherwise would go untreated or turn to hospital emergency departments for help.  Eligibility will be determined by a clinical and financial assessment. Qualified individuals will receive a membership card  - a HOPE Card - denoting their enrollment in the program. 

“We are extremely grateful that support from TD Charitable Foundation will make treatment available for many individuals,” says TCMHS Executive Director Chris Copeland.  “This creative approach, as well as support from our communities and United Ways, will help mend some of the tears in our safety net.” 

Community Mental Health Services are facing extreme pressures due to years of reduced funding.  According to the Maine Association of Mental Health Services, more than $160 million has been cut from mental health care in the past five years, and in the most recent legislative session another $100 million was targeted through payment reductions, rate standardization, and the implementation of Managed Care.  

Local providers like Tri-County Mental Health Services struggle to meet the needs of their communities while controlling operating costs and managing service delivery to preserve access and quality.  Tri-County Mental Health Services is one of Maine’s most respected and progressive agencies dealing with the psychological and social well-being of children, adults, and elders. TCMHS serves nearly 10,000 individuals each year in Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin and Oxford counties and beyond with innovative programs and services addressing mental health, substance abuse, mental retardation/ developmental disabilities, autism, and more.  The agency is a state, regional and national leader in trauma-informed and recovery-based service delivery, and strives to offer hope to individuals, families, and communities.  Visit www.tcmhs.org for more information. 
About the TD Charitable Foundation

The TD Charitable Foundation is the charitable giving arm of TD Bank N.A., which operates under the trade names TD Banknorth and Commerce Bank and is one of the 20 largest commercial banking organizations in the United States. The Foundation's mission is to serve the individuals, families and businesses in all the communities where TD Banknorth and Commerce Bank operate, having made nearly $38 million in charitable donations since its inception in 2002. The efforts of the Foundation are coordinated locally through TD Banknorth's and Commerce Bank's community relations departments and are focused on the areas of economic empowerment, youth development and community support. More information on the TD Charitable Foundation including an online grant application is available at www.TDBanknorth.com or at www.commerceonline.com    # # #

