News Release

Media Contact:  Tina Clark, APR

Director of Development & Community Relations

207-784-4110 x 158

tclark@tcmhs.org
For immediate release:  October 22, 2008
TCMHS Honors Champions, Friends, and Staff 
LEWISTON/AUBURN/WESTERN MAINE: “Society’s promise 30 years ago was to care and treat people in our communities, [and] to close the institutions. It is the promise of this agency to preserve access to care and offer treatment and hope to the people of Maine until we can eliminate the issues that bring so many people to our doors – trauma, violence, disease and addiction,” Chris Copeland, Executive Director of Tri-County Mental Health Services told a crowd of more than 130 people at the agency’s annual meeting. 

His remarks were part of an evening celebrating progress, promise and pride in the work of the agency, during what he described as “a year of dramatic change and turmoil in the mental health system.”  He praised the staff for commitment and passion in the face of this turmoil. “I hope you all take, like I do, an immense amount of pride in the work that we do, and an immense amount of fire and passion to work to prevent the progress that we have all achieved through the years from slipping backwards.” 
The agency presented two special awards:  
The Giving Voice Award was presented to Doug Patrick of the Department of Health & Human Services’ Children’s Behavioral Health. Doug joined the Department after a career both as a lawyer and as a provider at a community mental health agency. In presenting the award, Copeland noted that Doug is committed to social justice and through his work has striven to ensure that families and their children get it. “More recently, and from my direct experience, Doug has provided an enormous amount of support to our system of care, Thrive,  and worked to ensure that the policies and funding are as favorable as possible.  This is not easy work and something that takes enormous effort and a good deal of determination and nerve these days. He has developed a relationship with us based on trust and confidence – Doug models strong leadership and ethical practice.

The Inspiration Award was presented to Patricia Malcolm, a long term employee at the Social Learning Center, which provides services for adults with intellectual/development disabilities and autism. In his nomination of Patti, Clif Winn shared a story about just one individual who Patti helped. “Due to Patti’s tireless efforts the most appropriate setting for the individual, the ‘ideal’ placement has been secured for this woman’s future.  Time will tell—but I truly believe that Patti may have saved a life.  She didn’t do it through one of act of courage—but many acts of courage over the course of the past few years.  This is what the nature of our work is all about, and the example that she sets for me and all those around her is truly something to behold.” 

Tri-County Mental Health Services is one of Maine’s most respected and progressive agencies dealing with the psychological and social well-being of children, adults, and elders. TCMHS serves nearly 10,000 individuals each year in Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin and Oxford counties and beyond with innovative programs and services addressing mental health, substance abuse, mental retardation/ developmental disabilities, autism, and more.  The agency is a state, regional and national leader in trauma-informed and recovery-based service delivery, and strives to offer hope to individuals, families, and communities.  Visit www.tcmhs.org for more information. 
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