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Diversion Program to Continue Under Tri-County Mental Health & Partners

LEWISTON/AUBURN/LISBON: For the past five years, people under the age of 18 found buying, possessing or using tobacco, alcohol or marijuana have been offered a choice: participate in a one-day Diversion Program to learn about choices, behaviors, and consequences, or go to court. That choice was about to be eliminated as the Youth Diversion Program was running out of funding.  
Tri-County Mental Health Services (TCMHS), with help from a grant from the Davis Family Foundation, is pleased to announce that the program will continue, at least for the next twelve months. The foundation has awarded a grant in the amount of $6,534 in support of the program.  There will be an Open House to meet the staff at Tri-County Mental Health’s 1155 Lisbon Street location on Friday, November 6, from 9am – 10:30am.   The next class will be held Saturday, November 14, at the Auburn Public Library.  

The Youth Diversion program was developed by Healthy Androscoggin with local partners, including law enforcement, and was funded by the Drug Free Communities Grant. Since it began, more than 330 youths have completed the class.  When the funding was been eliminated, TCMHS stepped forward to try to preserve it. “The need for an effective Diversion Program is greater than ever, especially with limited resources for first time juvenile offenders,” says Amy Lafontaine, facilitator and Children’s Case Manager at TCMHS.  “We’re thrilled to keep this program going and to continue to have an educational alternative to court available for young people” says Tin Barton-Caplin, Executive Director of Healthy Androscoggin.
For information about the Youth Diversion Program, call Amy Lafontaine at 783-9141 x 356 or visit www.tcmhs.org.  
Tri-County Mental Health Services is one of Maine’s most respected and progressive agencies dealing with the psychological and social well-being of children, adults, and elders. TCMHS serves nearly 10,000 individuals each year in Androscoggin, Cumberland, Franklin and Oxford counties and beyond with innovative programs and services addressing mental health, substance abuse, mental retardation/ developmental disabilities, autism, and more.  The agency is a state, regional and national leader in trauma-informed and recovery-based service delivery, and strives to offer hope to individuals, families, and communities.  Visit www.tcmhs.org for more information. 
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