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April 26, 2011 
 
TCMHS Employee Receives State Award 
 
Diane Thibodeau has been recognized by the Maine Long-Term Care Ombudsman 
Program with the Statewide Excellence in Long Term Care Award.  The award 
was presented by Hannah Pingree, Speaker of the Maine House of Representatives 
at a Blaine House Reception, and visited the state residence on April 12 to meet 
with Maine’s First Lady, Mrs. Ann LePage during a “Direct Care Work 
Appreciation Event.” Diane has been employed with Tri County Mental Health 
Services since 1997, as a Residential Service Worker, working with adults with 
chronic mental illness.  Her supervisor, Melanie Sparks-Ide praised Diane for her 
commitment and compassion.  “She has taken residents to doctor appointments 
and on outings to various recreational spaces, but she has also spent time in the 
hospital emergency room with residents while they wait for a crisis evaluation.  
Diane will adapt to any situation.  She is a regular advocate for the people she 
serves.” 
 

 
Melanie Sparks-Ide, First Lady Ann LePage, and Diane Thibodeau, recently honored with 

the Excellence in Long Term Care Award!  


